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family. Anseau, the eldest of four brothers, was made
seneschal—the most important of the offices under so warlike
a king. After his death at the hands of Hugh of Le Puiset
in 1118, the second brother, William, became seneschal.
Another brother, Gilbert, held the office of butler. The
youngest, Stephen, who was in orders, was made chancellor,
so that three of the five offices of State were in the hands of
this family. Stephen was the ablest and the greediest of
them all. He was a noted pluralist: a canonry, an arch-
deaconry, and three or four deaneries were among the ecclesi-
astical offices that he held at the same time. And when
William died in 1120, he, though an ecclesiastic, actually
became seneschal himself. There was a party opposed to
him at Court, headed by the queen, Adelaide of Maurienne,
to whom he had given great offence by his overbearing
manner; the king's favour enabled Stephen to ignore this
danger, until his ambition mounted so high that he actually
designated a nephew by marriage as the heir to his office.
Then even Louis took offence, and in 1127 Stephen was
degraded. Immediately he headed a revolt, and it took three
years to subdue him. As usual, Louis pardoned him and
even restored to him his former office of chancellor. The
office of seneschal, left vacant for four years, was given by
Louis to his cousin, Ralph of Verrnandois,1 a good soldier
and a loyal servant of the king. But henceforward the great
officers of State cease to engross the business of the kingdom.
Ralph and his successors, great feudatories with estates of
their own to manage, did not permanently reside at Court;
they were the agents rather than the chief ministers of the
king. Moreover, Louis had set the example, which his
successor was to follow, of leaving the chief office vacant
for some years.
Abbot Suger It was at this time that Suger, abbot of St. Denis, first
came into real prominence. While policy had been controlled
by the royal favourites, Stephen of Garlande and his brothers,
the administrative work (confined as yet almost entirely to
the royal domain) had been carried on by obscure members
of the household, clerks in the royal chapel for the most part.
One of these, even before Louis came to the throne, was Suger.
1 He was the son of Philip I's brother Hugh, who had married the heiress
of Vennandois.

